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Kat Hartford:
Okay, we're recording what is your full name?
Ginny LaCrow:
So, legally, my name is Virginia LaCrow. Last name spelled capital L-a, capital C-r-o-w. But
everybody knows me as Ginny, which is a nickname for Virginia.
KH:




Today is March 20, 2021. It's a fine spring day in Maine. This is Katelyn “Kat” Hartford. And
BobBi was interested in hearing this discussion as well. Do I have your permission to share a




Actually, in your correspondence with Bobby Keppel, one of the former members of the Maine
Bisexual People's Network, you mentioned that it's been 30 years since you left Maine. How
does it feel to be sitting down and talking about the MBPN ater all this time?
GL:





And then I did, in fact, move down here to the Boston area to Cambridge, specifically, in 1990.
So it has been a long time and I actually since my emails with you, I have been reflecting on
some of that early history, just remembering because it's been so long since I've thought about
that. Please ask me questions. So I don't just stumble around. I'm not sure exactly what you'd
like me to talk about.
KH:
Oh, no. Yeah. I mean, I have so many questions to ask you. But if you think of something that
you'd like to talk about, please, please.
GL:
Well, maybe, Kat, I should just start from where my memory at the beginning. For myself.
KH:
That would be awesome.
GL:
All right. So I bet it was maybe 30 or 35 years ago, that. Okay, I got back into college at USM,
Portland, I believe in 1985. Went back to school. I was wanting to finish my bachelor's and my
major was communication. I don't know if they still have that major there. But I went back to
school. And let's see. So while I was in school there, I also had work study. And one of the
places I chose to do my work study hours was at the LGBTQ+ office. I don't know if that still
exists there. I'm assuming it does. And they had room for another student to come over in the
office and work there. And they used to take turns putting on an annual LGBTQ conference
every other year between the Portland campus. And I want to say another campus, another
USM campus somewhere in Maine, and I don't remember the honest whether it was Orlando
or where it was, but it was another campus that had a LGBTQ office. And so every other year,
one of the campuses would host that conference. And so the year I started at the LGBTQ
office in Portland, I was the only woman that was in that office. And I was a nontraditional
student. I was an older student. I was also a parent, by the way, I had a small daughter, I’m
guessing she was maybe four, three, maybe even three, too little. So I walked in the office and
I think they were already beginning planning stages of the conference that was going to be
held that year on the Portland campus. And so I realized several things. First of all, the office
was dominated by the gay guys there. So it was kind of a boys’ office, which was fun on the
one hand and but also limited in the things they were thinking about doing. And I got a hold of
some materials. At the time, Kate Clinton, you know who she is?
KH:
I don't, tell me about her.
GL:
All right, Kate Clinton is-- you can look her up on YouTube. She's a very funny feminist
comedian. That feminist lesbian comedian, who at the time was getting her career started on
college campuses, and she had sent some promotional material to the office. So I was the only
one that was interested in this female, feminist, lesbian comedian. And so I went through all
her materials and said, I think this lady would be really funny, you know? So let's have her do
an evening of comedy. Let's book her, right, because we had a small budget. And what it was,
is that the budget over the years was money that had been made, in addition to the budget that
office had from these conferences at the two different campuses. So that's how I got active in
that office, was in planning for this conference. One of the key things I did was arrange to have
Kate Clinton come, and I found a place. I believe she did her performance in a church.
Actually, it may have been a Unitarian Church, downtown Portland. And it was just funny that
was in a church. It turned out later on that, you know, she had a bunch of jokes about that she
had been raised Catholic. So she did a lot of Catholic Church jokes. But anyway, so, but the
other thing that was going on, at that time in the mid 80s, was HIV awareness was being
pushed in the community. And from my perspective, not only were the gay guys not being
educated enough, but what was happening was what we were aware of, and from some of the
group side attended, the, you know, just around town, some of the people I had contacts with,
you know, there were some closeted gay guys who were having affairs with other men. And
because they were closeted, their partners at home, their wives or girlfriends, you know, they
would find out later that they had gotten HIV and didn't know because their partners weren't




So this was kind of a thorn of contention for me about it. It was like, I really wanted this to be
an important thing. Like the office was also getting materials about this stuff, you know, things
like, you know, rainbow boxes of rainbow condoms and leaflets and things, talking about safer
sex and about being careful with your male partner. And also the idea that these guys weren't
talking to their female partners, right? Anyway, so there was one other guy in that office, who
also had kids. He had been married before, in fact, I don't know if he was still married at the
time. But he and I got into some great discussions because we both had kids. We were back in
college. The more I talked with him, the more I said to him, you know, and this was just, it was
the time was ripe to start talking about bi stuff. There was resistance in the gay community
around allowing that identity to be a part of the whole theme, if you will. But because of this
HIV issue, he and I, this other married guy and myself, talked a lot and in our staff meetings,
we started pushing this issue. And so that's what I remember about that office. And what
happened is the next semester, an opening, a staff opening for the head staff of the Women's
Center office, came open over the summer and I took that position so I moved out of the
LGBTQ office and moved into the Women's Center, if you will, you know, the student center.
And I decided, you know, along with a small group of women that were in that office as well,
following year, we'd host a bisexual conference. Because there were too many issues that I felt
weren't being addressed by the LGBT community, you know, on campus. Nevermind in the
community. And I'm talking about, yeah, everything from being a parent, sexual health issues,
visibility, just general visibility. Yeah, so having a voice at the table for these issues in the
LGBTQ community. So anyway, I made this decision with a couple other folks on staff there in
the women's office and, and I started planning, and a big part of what I did was, I reached out
into the LGBTQ+ community once we set a date, and I started finding room. Oh, I know, I
should step back for a minute. Before I actually made that commitment. I came down to the
Boston area. Okay, this is good. I'm telling you this story because I forgot this piece. I went to
my first bi conference here in the Boston area. Because as I started searching for other
communities or other groups, it led me to Boston because there was an active group down
here.
KH:
Oh, I'm sorry. Was that the ECBN?
GL:
Yeah, yeah. And Robyn Ochs, R-O-B-Y-N, Ochs, O-C-H-S. She was there and still is, actually
nationally now, and particularly the Women's Bi Network down here. But you know, they'd
already been doing conferences for five or six years or something, maybe by the time I
connected with them. And basically, when I came down to attend the conference here, and it
may have been on the Harvard campus now that I'm thinking about it, because Robin worked
at Harvard at the time. You know, I got a conversation with her and a few other of the
organizers from down in the Boston area. They were very willing to help promote. I don't know
how the conversation was -- probably over dinner and several glasses of wine that we would
have a conversation about what was going on in my campus, right. They were very willing to
help me get the word out in the greater Boston area that I put this conference on up at USM
Portland. So I made it a connection with folks from the Boston area: men and women who
were involved in the East Coast Bisexual Network. They were all very willing to help and to
come up and attend. We, you know, basically, did a long weekend. That first conference was a
long weekend. So when I got back to Portland, and started doing the planning -- and I had
some other staff working on this in the Women's Center. Because there was a lesbian woman
in the Women's Center, and at least one other bi woman in the Center, who felt safe enough
and comfortable enough to not only be a part of the conference but help organize it with me.
I'm not remembering their names right now. But what we did was out of the Women's office at
USM Portland. We started and I was really spearheading it. We started doing the planning
because I adjusted the year before doing this conference for the LGBTQ community there. I
knew how you had to book rooms and etc right on campus. So what I did was I reached out
into the LGBTQ community and invited anyone -- once there was a date -- who was willing to
host people from out of town, because I realized the way to get people out and involved and
engaged, might be to ask them to help, right? Interestingly, I don't really remember how I did
this exactly. But I got the word out that we were looking for, I had to put an ad in, in the local
LGBTQ+ paper, I don't recall what the name of it was. I certainly put an ad in announcing the
conference. I also did a radio thing where there's a radio station on Portland campus, and I did
a little interview, just talking about the conference. So I promoted it a little bit. But finally, the
word got out. As I said, my big thing for me was to promote it enough so that people would feel
comfortable in getting involved, either just attending or maybe they might be willing to put
people up who are coming from out of town. I also have a graphic design background and I
designed a map. I took a map of downtown Portland and I put in it information about LGBTQ
positive, you know, restaurants, diners, bookstores, places that people could walk to if they
wanted to, to downtown Portland, right? Because the campus is probably in 22 minutes, 20 to
30 minutes, you can get right downtown Portland and just walk around. It's a beautiful area.
The thing about people hosting people from out of town was that people developed
relationships with other organizers and activists, and just other people who were out and lived
mostly south of Portland, primarily. That was where the strong connection was with the East
Coast folks. So that helped a lot. So that by the time we had people who offered to. There was
one night that we did a entertainment night. We had people sign up to sing or play the piano or
tell jokes, I don't remember -- a bunch of different things. It became quite lively, because
people engaged. People from down in the Boston area offered to do workshops. I had
attended workshops that they'd done down here [in Boston] and reached out through Robin,
actually, to find enough facilitators on a variety of topics, and I don't even remember all of
them. I can't even remember one of them, actually. It could have been anything from HIV to
parenting to the fluidity of human sexuality. I mean, it drew out of the Greater Portland area, it
drew a lot of people I had never met before, who peoples’ school registered through us. I think
there may have been a small fee for people to register to attend for the weekend. There
probably was, yeah. And people came out of the woodwork. People I'd never met before and
attended the workshops, and the evening entertainment. People bonded with each other and
went out to dinner, stayed up late, you know, getting to know each other. I made some
long-term friends that eventually led me to move down to this area. So after that conference, it
became more active. We started having -- perhaps it was every other week, I can't remember
now -- meetings at the campus. For bi folks, specifically for bi folks. Might have been once a
week, I don't remember to be honest. People just came in to make a circle and we just shared
our names and our lives and things that we were struggling with. It was a support group and
we wanted to connect with each other; and had a chance to talk about some things that were,
for some folks, difficult to talk about and they had no other place to talk about it. Whether it was
connected to their sexuality, their parenting concerns. I don't remember -- many, many topics.
And from that, I met people like BobBi. And like a half a dozen people that I stayed connected
to, for quite a while right there in the Portland area. Before I moved down to [Boston], like I'm
pretty sure after we'd put on that conference in Maine, I continued to come down each year to
to attend other activities down here, before I felt comfortable enough about moving myself and
my daughter down here. Yeah. So that's a nutshell for you. I'd be happy to answer any
questions you might have for me that I haven't talked about.
KH:
It's actually amazing, because just in those few minutes, you spanned across a basic
foundation of everything I wanted to talk about with you. I think I'll just get started. You
mentioned that you have a graphic design background. I was looking at an early issue of Our
Paper, and the calendar in that publication from that time had the very first event related to
bisexuality that was ever put in there. It was a panel held by the Gay Political Alliance, of which
you were a member, a peer counselor, and graphic designer. I'm guessing now that I've
listened to you that the GPA, they didn't necessarily play a huge role in the formation of the
MBPN.
GL:




And the MBPN ad is the Maine Bisexual Network. Yes. All right. I'm just reviewing this because
it's --
KH:
Oh, no, no, that's fine.
GL:
I, you know, to be honest with you, I don't remember. I just remember it took me a while to
voice the issues that needed to be talked about in the LGBTQ community. Because as I said,
at the time, it was dominated at the time by gay men who weren't always interested. HIV was a
scare. There was a lot of blaming the bi guys because they were closeted and yet, they were
coming into the gay clubs or restaurants or wherever hanging out, having lovers and not being
out. At that moment, politically, it was really important. There was pressure for gay guys to be
out because of the politics of HIV as people were dying, frankly. So you're right there. Like I
said, moving into the Women's Center made it easier for me to connect, not only with the bi
guys I met in the LGBT office, but I think the women's voice in this was being heard because it
was there was room for it. Like the issues I would bring up about parenting, some of these
guys -- not only did they not have children, but they weren't planning on being a parent, right?
So it was important to me in any case that I have a place where I could talk about this stuff and
engage people and talk about these concerns.
KH:
So five years after AIDS was declared an epidemic, the MBPN was founded and that year was
1986. I noticed in Our Paper around that same time that the MBPN was founded. Our Paper
had a strong focus on this epidemic as well as STDs in general. But I've noticed that bisexuals
aren't really mentioned in that coverage. What was that like to have formed Maine's first real
bisexual organization in a time when the bi community was sort of held in scorn regarding the
epidemic, even though they're high risk and they still are?
GL:





And for a variety of reasons. So like I said, there was one other guy. I was the only woman in
that office at the time. There was one other guy who was bi, and he really didn't declare
himself bi until I arrived and started having these conversations, because he was also a
parent. So because we were both parents, we often had coffee together, and we talked about
parenting stuff. In those conversations, we also had discussions about sexuality. You know, in
any case, it was so clear that what that office was most focused on was, well, let me say this,
too: they were in crisis. I mean, age was hitting really hard. The government at the time was
doing very little. They, the groups themselves, were the ones fundraising to do these, I
mentioned, brochures and packets of rainbow condoms, and going into the bars and talking to
people and handing this stuff out, you know, trying to do self-education. But I do know, there
was tension. Because if there's no leadership, people started blaming each other for giving
each other HIV, right? Because they were closeted. In any case, I can't say that, as the female
who was in that office, who identified as bi at the time, I can't say that they scorned me, it's just
that the things I brought up, work out at the top of their list. That's why when I went over to the
Women's office, there was more space for me to talk about this. And a couple other women,
like I said. There was at least one other very active lesbian in that office and another bi
woman. We were having these conversations and realized that the guys were into what they
were wanting to do. So it is just a matter of, like, to get the word out and start using the word,
the term, “bisexual” to get the conversation rolling in general -- you know, hence the
conference. When I came down to the conference down here, it drew all sorts of people. Some
just came to workshops for very basic information. They may have been bi curious, they may
have had an experience, and wanted a place to talk about it. They may have wanted more
information about HIV. I mean, there were thousands of reasons why people were coming to
this conference that I attended down here. I realized that was going to help first busting open
back up in Portland, which just incentivized me to go back with support from the folks down
here to do a conference up there. We can conference up.
KH:
I want to go back to what you mentioned about being a parent. One of the recurring themes of
your writings in Our Paper and the MBPN’s newsletters is the relationship between bisexuality
and family. You touch upon your identities as a bisexual person and a parent in your writings in
Our Paper, and in BobBi's newsletters, she writes about her experiences as a bi parent too.
She actively invited bi families, bi parents, parents of bi children to get involved. It's a really
complex intersection to live in. What has been your experience as a bi parent, especially a
parent who has been so active in this community?
GL:
Well, you know, that's such a good question. My daughter is now about to turn 39. So you
probably have to ask her to get a more rounded interview with the family and sexual identity.
But in any case, she was a young girl at the time. I mean, she marched in some parades with
me, she met all these bi folks that came up for the conference, and they all hung out with her. I
suspect for her mostly what they were, were just nice people she got to hang out with, because
the sexuality part was an adult conversation. Even if she was hearing us talk about it, I'm sure
it just flew over her head. But part of it was in my household as a parent, there were open
conversations about everything. Now, I can't say as she hit her teen years that she and I have
a lot of conversations about sexuality. But I had a partner. Soon after I moved, a female
partner, as soon after I moved down here for about seven years, became her godmother. So
she didn't know me having a longer-term, same sex relationship, and this woman became her
godmother. So she has grown up. By the way, my daughter is also biracial, which was another
key reason I wanted to move down to this area. She was just one of many kids in the school,
from a racially mixed background, ethnically, religiously, you know. This was a much better
area for her to grow up and find more kids like her. So I was out. My partner at the time also
had kids. We didn't live in the same household, we actually separated before that happened.
But we lived in each household, kind of back and forth. So the kids grew up with us. With two
moms, we plan things, we went on hikes together, we ate meals together, we spent the night
together. We were a mixed family in that regard. So she had a very, her childhood -- I get you'd
have to talk to her about it. She's a grown woman now and her perspective -- very interesting.
I'd like to hear what she'd say about that. But right now, she has a little business that she
opened actually, during the pandemic, a little dog grooming business. She's actually married
herself living in Alexandria, Virginia, married to a man. She labels the business as a Black
owned business that's inclusive of all people. So on the door, she keeps a rainbow flag on the
door of this business, you know, flagpole. The people she's hired have been queer folk. People
of color. Her attitude is very open about people now. She loves all kinds of people and has
grown up with all kinds of people in her life as she hit her adolescence. For her it was key to
embrace her Black self and identify as a young Black woman, because it's how people saw her
and how they treated her, both good and bad. But anyway, at this point she's lived in a world,
our family, as well as in her own work world, the doors that have opened to her. She can relate




Yeah, had a unique upbringing.
KH:
Would you say, overall, that even though it's difficult to sort of reside in these identities, but
would you say it, in the end has had a positive influence?
GL:
I would say that that's true. Yes, I would say that that's true. Even on her own, now that I'm
talking with you about this, even on her own, growing up, when she hit probably her early 20s,
there was a very brief period of time that she dated a woman. I think it was more testing the
waters and it was clear to her that this wasn't her thing. But it made her feel safe enough that




Yeah. That there was no judgment coming from me or any of her circle of the village of people,
adults around her, we're not going to criticize her or question her about that. So for her own
development, that was something she checked out. Then, especially to teenagers and young
adults, when you're making and losing friends a lot, your life just moves in different circles, kind
of like a young adult. Like I said, she's always had a very diverse circle of friends from lots of
different walks of life, and I really do think it's made a difference, because she grew up like
that.
KH:
So talking about some of these issues now that families can face when someone in the family
is bisexual, it brings to mind some of the really personal stuff that you wrote for Our Paper. As
a bi person myself, it was really reassuring to read your articles. And it's reassuring to listen to
you right now. Even today, it carries a lot of meaning and means a lot for someone like me,
who's reading these all these years later. I want to talk about some more of those themes and
the implications of being a bi person. I know that sometimes we can feel like we're imposters or
we feel like we don't quite fit in or we're not “passing” or we don't look or act queer enough. But
some of those problems aren't necessarily exclusive to the bi and bi friendly community. Were
these some of the problems that the MBPN aimed to address for this community?
GL:
Yeah, let me tell you where I'm at now. Because I just turned 66 this month. And what I've
discovered in my lifetime, by all the different people I've loved over my lifetime, and people I've
been lovers with is that when I'm drawn to somebody, and I spend time with them, and I find
that I'm attracted to them, and I might want to be more intimate with them. But a message that
comes up is the internalized oppression, I've learned as a young person growing up in this
culture. So my heart and mind and body, excuse me are just being human. And the very strict,
rigid, rigid labels and confines of me being female. I came from a working class background, all
these labels and categories that I was groomed and brainwashed, if you will, to stay in my
lane. My heart is really a free thinker, and the way I knew this was true was the first time as an
adolescent, I noticed that I was attracted to another woman. I realized I had to check myself
like, what is that? And I realized that it was just coming from me, it was just a pure attraction
and love and a flirtatious thing coming from me. No one had taught me this, no one had. It
wasn't a perversion, it was just a natural thing for me, right? And that's what I trusted, even
though for the next ten years I had to struggle through what was approved of my behavior,
what was going to be approved and accepted, and what wasn't going to be approved and
accepted. Through other adults in my life who I'd grown up around, I kind of just came out to all
of them and had some tough conversations with other adults who wanted to get me back in
place. Like, this just wasn't acceptable that I had a female lover. And I was like, No, I love this
woman, and I'm exploring this right now. This is who I'm with, this is who I love, and I'm not
willing to be secret about it. I had enough of a smart ass, bad attitude that I just wasn't going to
hide, you know. So, as the years have gone by, and I've had relationships that I've worked on
myself, and looked at all the things that come at you as you're developing and growing, just as
I said, it's so clear to me that learning about love, and how to treat myself and other people is
the core of it. Everything else that comes falling in, depending on the gender of the person
you're with, is the shit you have to deal with. Because of the lessons we've learned growing up,
and that we still carry with us. It's not the gender of the person. It's the oppression we learned.
So I've also always been an ally to other people who are different from me and learned about
how I might have bought into the oppressive messages, and what I needed to re-examine in
myself. So with this blessing, amount of time, this 33 years, I've noticed asking these
questions, I can look back on that and realize that if you didn't fill people's heads with these
restrictive gender roles, so that women remain in their sexist, oppressed boxes -- and by the
way, men having to do the same -- we'd be so much more relaxed and loving with each other,
and not as rigid around each other, whether it was the partners we chose, the kind of work we
do, you know, all that stuff. And I have to say that has changed. Hey, there were no women in
the armed forces doing combat duty when I was a young woman. That's one thing I think of.
And so things have opened up and I really do think it comes from these conversations we've
been having with each other. Whether it's in private or celebrities talking about their own
experiences, or just on many levels, you know? Does that answer your question?
KH:
Oh, absolutely. You've answered all my questions so beautifully. With that being said, would
you say, sort of the public view that people have on bisexuality -- do you feel like that's
improved at all?
GL:
Yeah, yeah. I mean, people still aren't comfortable that everybody's comfortable with it. Right?
Again, it's just another label. Like, someone who hasn't seen me a while, you know, like, I don't
know -- if someone claimed that label, and then six months later, there was somebody of the
opposite gender or something, you know, like, Wait a minute, weren’t you just telling us the
other day? It's confusing for some folks who aren't comfortable. Well, what it does, Kat, is it
makes people examine their own feelings about, like it or not, they have to confront the fact
that when they were younger, they may have had an experience with someone of same sex or
their heart was connected to somebody emotionally of the same sex. And this was worrisome
for them, particularly if the gay men get hit with the homophobia much harder than women do, I
believe. In order to feel comfortable around somebody who's open about their bisexuality
means you're gonna, you know, you kind of can't help it -- you're gonna think about yourself,
and the people that you're close to, right? Also, just the confusion around sexuality in general.
Just because you had a sexual encounter with somebody that doesn't automatically give you a
label, you know? I mean, you give yourself a label -- this is the part that's confusing, because
it's the oppression, right? What have I talked about being bisexual, it's been years since I've
had that conversation. But I'm aware I do have a preference. I feel much closer to women, and
my female friendships are much more important to me. It's just that simple. At the same time, I
have a handful of very sweet, loyal, beautiful guy friends. So then there's this whole thing
about preference, but again, it's a personal thing. There's so many layers to it. If you're not
somebody who takes the time to reflect on this and have these intimate conversations with
your loved ones to really sort through it, it can be very challenging.
KH:
I really appreciate your bringing up how just because you're bisexual, like, there's like this
misconception that it's 50/50. Like you're equally attracted to just 50% men, 50% women.
That's not what it is. When you're bi, you can be attracted to more than two genders, too. I
really appreciate your bringing that up.
GL:
At the same time, I have to say that I was and still challenged around the trans stuff. For me, it
has more to do with if you were identified early as a particular gender, and you grew up that
way, and then discovered that along the way that you really identified with the other gender. I
mean, it's complicated and I'm sure it's specific to each person. For me, while growing up you
took on a lot of whatever the messages and oppression of the gender that you were identified
as. So that when you become the other gender, you can by choice, which is empowering. You
still carry with you some of the some of the oppressive stuff you learn growing up. Those were
the conversations I had with a couple of the trans people I met, but this was years ago. That's
confusing for me. Still is.
KH:
I mean, I think we all experience some confusion regarding identities that are not our own.
Perhaps there are people who certainly feel that way about bisexuality. But yeah, that whole
journey of figuring out what your gender identity is, I mean, there's similarities to the journey
that you take until you figure out, “Oh, okay, I guess I guess I'm bisexual,” or, “Okay, I guess I
must be pan.” So even though it's not the same thing, it's hard to have these discussions about
sexuality without bringing up gender or the intersectionality.
GL:
Right, yeah. Because that's where the, in my books, that's where the oppression [comes from],
and “Were you wrapped in a pink blanket when you were born, or a blue blanket?”
KH:
So last couple questions. The audience for this research will include queer students, students
who are allies, and bi-friendly, but also the general public who are looking to learn more about
their queer New England neighbors, as well as queer adults who are trying to find the words to
describe themselves. Perhaps one of the places they go searching is the USM Special
Collections. What else that I haven't brought up would you like this audience to know about
bisexuality and the MBPN?
GL:
You know, the one thought that comes to me, Kat, is around the general heading of sexual
desire that, in this culture, in particular -- like this is a whole series of workshops that I think I
got. I did some of these or went to some of these before. You know, the propaganda and the
miseducation we have around sexuality and sexual desire in general, in this culture is so
fucked up. Like the difference between love, sex and intimacy, the confusion there. Let's be
honest, sex is a commodity in this culture. Pornography is the color commodity in this culture.
That just having a sexual experience, it doesn't mean -- as I said before -- it doesn't
immediately label you. It's just a sexual experience. Right? So the complexity of understanding
yourself and your own desires, and what intimate relationships mean, and what you need in
intimate relationships. And love, right? That doesn't enter into conversations. How do you do
know, for yourself, a loving, intimate, and sexually satisfying relationship with whomever, right?
It's complicated, because we mislearned so much about what sex is, basically. That's a whole
other layer of understanding, this powerful element in human lives. Sex is the driving force. As
I said, it's been commercialized and there's industries, sex trafficking and pornography. It's an
addiction. It can be for some people. In my travels to these conferences and stuff, I've had
conversations or gone to workshops. I knew a married couple that used to go to these
conferences, justifying partners to have sex. They call themselves swingers. It wasn't about




So, that's a whole other area that I think is really important around commodifying sexual
interactions with people. That, you know, it can be another teacher, the way you use your
sexuality. It also reminds me of some of the conversations I did have with gay guys. I had my
own period of one night stands as a young college student, but I also often saw this was the
challenge of having these conversations with bi guys who are just looking for pickups and how
dangerous that was. I think that was the conversation I wanted to continue having with these
guys, the compulsion, because it became a compulsion for them, put them at risk and their
families at risk. Looking at the twisted way our culture has the disinformation about what the
role that sex plays in our lives, and the misinformation between love, intimacy and sex.
KH:
Yeah, I think that's especially important because for one thing, it brings to mind dating culture
among people my age today, especially other queer people my age with dating apps, and
venues like that, where that issue that you just described comes into play. It also brings to
mind that rather problematic stereotype that some people hold towards bisexuals and
pansexuals and how all they all they want is sex.
GL:
Anything that moves! Yeah, it was a comical phrase that was bantered around quite a bit at
these conferences, like, you know, anything that moves. That chair!
KH:




I love the reclaiming of that phrase.
GL:
Yeah, yeah. So there's the oppressive stereotype, verbalized? Again, reclaiming, it is
important, you know? There's a whole other conversation about that. But yeah, so that was
another piece of it. It’s that that's not exactly what we mean by this label that we've given
ourselves. In fact, if you don't ask a person who identifies as bi what that means to them, you
will know.
KH:
One last question I would like to ask. I know obviously, you you can't speak for your daughter,
but there will likely be some queer students who are also biracial or have an identity other than
Caucasian and adults to who come looking at the Special Collections. Is there anything you
would like to say, as a bi parent of someone who's biracial?
GL:
I tell you that one of the most challenging and most rewarding experiences, and schools, if you
will, is the school of parenting. You know, human beings are complex to begin with, but when
you try to, well, I just did my best and tried to poke through the holes of trying to understand
the world better by understanding. You know, you get to a certain age where you're old enough
to see that shit’s going on, but you-can't-figure-out-why-it's-like-this kind of thing. Trying to
explain that to a young adult is very challenging. So I found that the more so I made sure that
my daughter had a village of very bright, strong Black women around and Black men. She
tended to draw very outgoing, young women and young men. Both have Black and White kids
around her. So the less I felt judgmental, you know, I wasn't a parent that was more judgmental




It's very complicated. Like I said, you would get a very interesting story, I think, if you spoke to
my daughter. But I can say if there is a young person who is a person of color, who ever
wanted to talk to my daughter, she's the kind of person that I could reach out to my daughter
and say, Hey, this this person who, blah blah blah, has these kinds of questions? Would you be
willing to talk to them? And likely she would. Because that's the kind of person I wanted to









I believe in going to the source, you know, and then educating yourself about this big system:
the system of racism. Systematic sexism and homophobia. I mean, there's actually a system in
place, and here's why they have it in place of yours, who benefits and who is hurt by it. Even
the people who benefit really aren't benefiting from it. They're being dehumanized by it, as the
targets are, too. So for instance, the shootings down in Atlanta recently of Asian folks -- how
heartbreaking is that? And yet, I wanted a daughter of mine to notice, and have empathy for
that group, and see clearly that they're being targeted simply because of what they look like.
That they're being scapegoated. Now, why is that? In the whole systemic problem with that,
that kind of racism, you know? So not everybody wants to know these things at that level, or
pursues the knowledge of why these systems are in place. Why there are people who are
willing to harass, and hurt, and kill other people. What's going on there, you know? But now is
the time cap. Now is the time because I mean, my God, in the middle of a pandemic, the Black
Lives movement took off. I went to some of the rallies down here. Most of the rallies were very
mixed. I live out in the suburbs a little bit. I'm in Watertown, [Massachusetts]. At those rallies, I
mean, there were teenagers there. There were middle-aged folks. There were older folks like
myself. Across the board in some of those rallies, they were predominantly White folk, showing
up saying, we've had enough and we see what's going on. That was remarkable for me,
because that has not happened since I was a kid during the Civil Rights Movement. So the
more we talk about this stuff, and the more it's out there and the conversations we're having
with each other openly, right? There's the plus side of social networks, right? The downside is
that you can put a lot of hate stuff on there too. But you can connect with each other and have
these conversations and learn stuff, if you're interested. It's right there at your fingertips. So I'm
grateful for that.
KH:
I think I have what I need. And I want to thank you so, so, so much for sitting down for this long
and just chatting. And I appreciate that so much. Thank you, Ginny.
GL:
I haven't thought about any of this stuff for as long as I've lived down here. It's just been a
pleasure and kind of a surprise to have you call. I'm very willing to talk anytime, really, about
any of this stuff. I'm not as active anymore because as a parent, you know, after I moved down
here, I was much more involved in parenting and working in the day-to-day stuff. Although I
was running a support group over the Women's Center here in Cambridge for a while. Once I
met a partner, I got less involved. I go to the annual parades and stuff, but I've been out of the
loop for a while. So it's just a pleasure to have you talk to me about this, because I kind of
forgot about a lot of it.
KH:
I know we didn't talk about this at the beginning, but because this conversation has been so
great. I was wondering if you would be interested in having this interview archived in USM
Special Collections?
GL:
Sure, sure. No problem.
